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The third school, for all the scorn it heaps upon the
British methods, really wants to take them over, with the
substitution of an Asian for a European basis. If they have
their way, the educational system of the new India will be
very much like that of the United States or the United
Kingdom. Hindi will take the place of English in all but
the early stages of primary schooling, and Sanskrit and Pali
will occupy the places given in the West to Greek and Latin.
India's babel of languages does nothing to simplify the
problem of education.
Successive waves of invasion in the thousands of years
of the history of the sub-continent resulted in the develop-
ment of a variety of main languages. They, in turn, have
further split and changed in character under the impact of
the centrifugal tendency which has been the most notable
recurring factor. To-day there are at least twelve major
languages, each of which is spoken by over ten million
people. Most of these major groups separate simply enough
into two-language families. Those of the north and centre
belong to what are usually called Indo-Aryan languages;
those in the south to Dravidian.
Precisely when and whence the Dravidians entered India
is far from certain. It is generally accepted that people of
their race were the inhabitants of the Mohenjo-daro Empire
which flourished five thousand years ago. But the handfuls
of primitive and semi-primitive tribes who still survive in
the jungles and the hills of Central India are believed to
represent the remnants of an even earlier population driven
out by the more accomplished and aggressive Dravidians
who themselves were later forced down towards the south
of the country by the pressure of the invasions of Aryan
hordes from the northwest. Their descendants use languages
quite distinct in every way from those of the later invaders.
Telegu, Tamil, Kanarese, and Malayalam, are the four big
languages of the group. Between them they provide media
of communication for some seventy million people.